Op-ed article draft
As a teacher of science in the _____district, _________building since ___(year) and ___(your ISTA title)____, I want to share with our community some exciting ideas that my professional organization, the Illinois Science Teachers Association (ISTA) is planning for me, my colleagues and our students as we enter 2009, designated as the Year of Science nationally.  

ISTA has set a goal to expand the scope of interest and support within Illinois for the highest quality science teaching and learning.  Throughout the country, special events are being scheduled and partnerships are being created which will focus on the achievements of science, and how they can become science education opportunities for our teachers and their students.  

ISTA is hoping to capitalize on the national commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of the National Academy of Science and the publication of On The Origin of the Species.  From the Coalition on the Public Understanding of Science (http://www.copusproject.org/yearofscience2009/), the plans to celebrate “the 400th anniversary of the Galileo’s first use of a telescope to study the skies” and Kepler’s Laws of Planetary Motion, and various national projects like the International Year of Astronomy and the International Year of Planet Earth are described.  ISTA will make strategic links throughout the state, with a focus on our own pride in President Lincoln’s Illinois heritage (especially since he is the only President with a patent (!) and its application for Illinois’ river traffic) and the Morrill Act legislation which led to the creation of the Land grant system of agricultural colleges which contributed significantly to the development of the applied biological sciences.   Illinois is especially proud to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Illinois Natural History Survey.  

ISTA is reaching out to the networks of Illinois businesses, industries, organizations, associations, and foundations that realize the vital necessities of high quality science education for our learners and citizens.  We need to emphasize that our global technological future and collective economic successes will depend on the pipelines from our schools with students who have learned solid foundations for critical thinking, collaborative teamwork, and sound conceptual foundations in the sciences and technologies.  
Our membership is solidly devoted to the highest quality teaching and learning in our Kindergarten-to-graduation classrooms.  ISTA is dedicated to expanding the opportunities for our science teaching and learning colleagues to be better connected to the current and future frontiers of science and the expertise and research for which Illinois takes special pride.  

We need your help.  ISTA is trying to work with our partners so that we can have monthly activities throughout the state for teachers of science to celebrate our heritage and future, starting next January.   If you support the highest quality of science education, please contact me directly (____how?___) or Gwen Pollock, the ISTA Year of Science Chairperson, gpollock@casscomm.com).  We want to share our pride and excitement for science with our students and our communities.

It is my honor to teach our students about the wonders of science.
